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December 16, 2011 

Walter Mugdan, Director 
Emergency and Remedial Response Division 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
Region II 
290 Broadway 
New York, New York 1007-1866 

Re: CERCLA Removal Action Site Submission 
Melon Leasing Corporation site, 109-113 Jacobus Avenue, Town of Kearny 

DEP/SRP PI# 001834 
Block 289, Lots 15, 15R 

Standard Chlorine Chemical Company (SCCC)/Standard Naphthalene Products 
Company (SNPC), 115 Jacobus Avenue, Town of Kearny 
DEP/SRP PI#(None Listed) 
Block 289, Lots 16, 17, 17B 

Dear Mr. Mugdan: 

The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) submits the Melon Leasing 
Corporation (Melon) site and the adjacent former Standard Chlorine Chemical Company 
(SCCC)/Standard Naphthalene Products Company (SNPC) site in the Town of Kearny, Hudson 
County for removal action consideration under the federal Comprehensive Environmental 
Response and Cleanup Liability Act (CERCLA) due to significantly elevated levels of dioxin, 
naphthalene and dichlorobenzene contamination found in soil and groundwater. The former 
SCCC/SNPC site was recently discovered by DEP's Site Remediation Program and is not 
contiguous with the Standard Chlorine Chemical Company Superfund Site located on Belleville 
Turnpike along the Hackensack River about a mile to the northeast. 

Situated along the Passaic River, the former SCCC/SNPC site was found during remedial work 
under DEP oversight of the Melon site. While significantly elevated levels of dioxin, 
naphthalene and dichlorobenzene contamination were found in soil and groundwater during a 
remedial investigation at the Melon site, there is no history of manufacturing or processing 
activities on the property that would have caused this level of contamination. The likely source 
of the soil contamination is the former SCCC/SNPC site as similar hazardous substances are also 
found at the Standard Chlorine Chemical Company Superfiind site. The levels of contamination 
found at the Melon site pose a potential human health and ecological risk from contaminated soil 
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and groundwater warranting removal action consideration by the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) Region IFs Emergency and Remedial Response Division. 

Based on the concentrations of volatile organic compounds in the soil and groundwater DEP 
plans to conduct vapor intrusion sampling at buildings associated with the two sites, and possibly 
others. As soon as access is granted and results of testing become available, DEP will provide 
this information to EPA. 

Background information about the sites indicates that around 1950 the Standard Chlorine 
Chemical Company was operating at 115 Jacobus Avenue. Numerous buildings, above ground 
tanks and a pond are clearly visible in aerial photographs during that time. Current owners of this 
subdivided property include: 1) Clean Earth of North Jersey (Lot 17B), formerly S&W Waste, 
Inc., a pennitted hazardous waste facility that, since the mid-1980s, occupies a small, triangle-
shaped laboratory building built in the 1960s at 115 Jacobus Avenue; and, 2) MAC Products 
Incorporated (Lots 16 and 17), a producer of equipment for the transmission, distribution and 
control of electrical power that includes light rail systems, at 60 Pennsylvania Avenue. Its' Web 
site is www.macproducts.net . 

MAC Products appears to have no Site Remediation Program history based on its activities. 
MAC Products has DEP involvement through the air program (PI#10800), hazardous waste 
generator program (PI#NJR00021188) and Right to Know (PI#15956700000). 

Due to the scope of remedial work anticipated to investigate and clean up soil and groundwater 
contamination to protect human health ecological receptors, it is appropriate that the Melon 
Leasing Corporation and SCCC/SNPC sites be considered for a removal action. 

DEP already supplied background information about the sites to your Removal Action Branch to 
expedite a response. If you have any questions or would like to discuss these issues in further 
detail, please contact me or Fred Mumford, Superfund coordinator in the Site Remediation 
Program, at (609) 984-9769. 

Sincerely, 

Edward Putnarn, Assistant Director 
Publicly Funded Remediation Element 
Site Remediation Progjam 

Enclosures 

C: 	Dave Sweeney, Assistant Commissioner, DEP, Site Remediation Program 
Fred Mumford, Section Chief, DEP, Site Remediation Program 
Joseph Rotola, Branch Chief, Removal Action Branch, EPA Region II 
Mel Hauptman, Section Chief, Special Projects Branch, EPA Region II 
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